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Abstract
trans-(4-(Dimethylamino)phenyl)(2-phenylcyclopropyl)methanone was synthesised from

4-dimethylamino chalcone and trimethylsulfoxonium iodide using sodium hydride through
a Corey-Chaykovsky reaction. 4-Dimethylamino chalcone was prepared from

4-dimethylamino benzaldehyde and acetophenone using sodium hydroxide through an
Aldol condensation reaction. The atom economy of the reaction is 22% for the formation

of 4-dimethylamino chalcone and 49% for the subsequent formation of
trans-(4-(Dimethylamino)phenyl)(2-phenylcyclopropyl)methanone, resulting in a combined

atom economy of 11%. It is as low since many heavy byproducts are obtained and
potassium hydroxide is added in large excess. The reaction between 4-dimethylamino
benzaldehyde and acetophenone is stirred over three days at 0 ◦C. The subsequent

reaction between 4-dimethylamino chalcone is stirred over night at RT. The crude product
is purified by recristallisation from ethanol. The obtained yield for the intermediate was
43%. The obtained yield for the product was 15%. This resulted in an overall yield of

6.5%. The product and the intermediate were analyzed by melting point and IR.

Zurich, September 2, 2022 Daniel Isler
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1 Introduction

trans-(4-(Dimethylamino)phenyl)(2-phenyl-
cyclopropyl)methanone is synthesised from
4-dimethylamino chalcone and trimethylsul-
foxonium iodide using sodium hydride. 4-
Dimethylamino chalcone is prepared from 4-
dimethylamino benzaldehyde and acetophe-
none using potassium hydroxide. Sulfur
ylides have come a long way in organic

synthesis since the pioneer work of Corey
and Chaykovsky in the 1960s. The Corey-
Chaykovsky reaction is used to form com-
pounds with three-membered rings. These
can vary from epoxides over aziridines to
cyclopropanes. Furthermore, usage of chiral
sulfides in stoichiometric amounts results in
an enantioselective behaviour. [1]

2 Chemical Properties

4-Dimethylamino chalcone was synthesised from 4-dimethylamino benzaldehyde (1) and
acetophenone (2) using sodium hydroxide.
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Figure 1: Performed aldol condensation reaction.

trans-(4-(Dimethylamino)phenyl)(2-phenylcyclopropyl)methanone (5) was synthesised
from 4-dimethylamino chalcone (3) and trimethylsulfoxonium iodide using sodium hydride.
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Figure 2: Subsequently performed Corey-Chaykovsky reaction.
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Table 1: Chemical properties of the reactants and the product [2].

Reactants MW in g/mol Density Melting Point Boilingpoint
4-Dimethylamino benzaldehyde 149.19 - 74.5 °C 176-177 °C
Acetophenone 120.15 1.033 g/cm3 @ Temp: 15 °C 20.5 °C 202 °C
Potassium hydroxide 56.1 2.044 g/cm3 380 °C 1327 °C
Trimethylsulfoxonium iodide 220.07 - 200 °C @ Solvent: Water -
Sodium hydride 24 1.396 g/cm3 @ Temp: 25 °C - -
Product MW in g/mol Density Melting Point Boilingpoint
trans-(4-(Dimethylamino)phenyl)(2-
phenylcyclopropyl)methanone

265.4 - 98 - 99.2 ◦C -

All chemicals were provided by the Morandi-lab and used without further purification.
The Hazard-&Precautionary-Phrases, for which the abbreviation H-&P will be used, are
listed in the appendix. They were researched on [9].
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Table 2: Safety regulations for the chemicals used during the experiment.

4-Dimethylamino ben-
zaldehyde,
CAS:100-10-7

H317-P261, P272, P280,
P302+P352, P333+P313,
P362+P364

Acetophenone,
CAS:98-86-2

H302, H319-P264, P270,
P280, P301+P312,
P305+P351+P338, P337+P313

Potassium hydroxide,
CAS:1310-58-3

H290, H302, H314,
H318, H315, H319-P234,
P260, P280, P301+P312,
P303+P361+P353,
P305+P351+P338

Methanol,
CAS:67-56-1

H225, H301, H331, H311,
H370, H301+H311+H331,
H371, H301+H311-P210,
P233, P280, P301+P310,
P303+P361+P353,
P304+P340+P311

Trimethylsulfoxonium io-
dide,
CAS:1774-47-6

-

Sodium hydride,
CAS:7646-69-7

H228, H260, H290, H314-
P210, P231+P232, P260,
P280, P303+P361+P353,
P305+P351+P338

4-
(Dimethylamino)chalcone,
CAS:1030-27-9

H302, H414-P264, P270, P273,
P301+P317, P330, P501

DMSO,
CAS:67-68-5

-

Sodium bicarbonate,
CAS:144-55-8

-

Magnesium sulfate,
CAS:7487-88-9

-

2.1 Disposal

The organic waste is disposed in the waste for non-chlorinated organic solvents. The
aqueous solutions are disposed in the aqueous basic/acidic waste respectively. The filtered
solid and other contaminated solids are disposed in the solid waste.
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3 Reaction mechanism

This section describes the mechanism of the synthesis in detail. Acetophenone (2) is
deprotonated by potassium hydroxide. The formed enolate (6) attacks the electrophilic
4-dimethylamino benzaldehyde (1). By protonation of the resulting alkoxide (7), then
deprotonation of the CH2 group and elimination of OH− 4-dimethylamino chalcone (3) is
obtained.
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Figure 3: Reaction mechanism of the performed aldol condensation to obtain of
4-dimethylamino chalcone.

Through deprotonation by sodium hydride, Me3SOI (4) forms the activated dimethy-
loxosulfonium methylide (11). 4-Dimethylamino chalcone (3) is attacked to form inter-
mediate (12) through a 1,4-addition. Through an intramolecular SN2 like reaction with
DMSO as leaving group and the enolate as nucleophile, trans-(4-(dimethylamino)phenyl)(2-
phenylcyclopropyl)methanone is obtained. Due to the reversibility of the 1,4-addition, the
thermodinamically more stable trans product is formed.
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Figure 4: Reaction mechanism of the synthesis of
trans-(4-(Dimethylamino)phenyl)(2-phenylcyclopropyl)methanone.

4 Atom Economy

AE1 =
MProduct

MReactants
=

251.3 g
mol

(149.2 + 120.2 + 4 · 56.11) g
mol

· 100% = 22%

AE2 =
MProduct

MReactants
=

267.4 g
mol

(1.2 · 24 + 1.2 · 220.07 + 251.3) g
mol

· 100% = 49%

AEtot = AE1 ·AE2 = 11%

5 Procedure

In 100 mL flask equipped with a stirring
bar 4-dimethylamino benzaldehyde (2.5 g,
17 mmol, 1.0 eq) and acetophenone (2.1 g,
17 mmol, 1.0 eq) were dissolved in methanol
(43 mL, 0.4 M) and cooled to 0 ◦. Potas-
sium hydroxide (3.8 g, 68 mmol, 4.0 eq) was
added and the reaction was stirred over three
days at RT, then stored in fridge for one day.
The precipitate was collected by filtration,
washed with H2O and little methanol. The
crude product was purified by recrystallisa-
tion from methanol to yield 4-dimethylamino
chalcone (1.8 g, 7.3 mmol, 43%) as a light
yellow solid.
A 100 mL flask was charged with trimethyl-

sulfoxonium iodide (1.1 g, 4.8 mmol, 1.2 eq)
and sodium hydroxide (0.18 g, 4.8 mmol,
1.0 eq, 60%). After exchange of the atmo-
sphere with nitrogen, dry DMSO (16 mL,
0.25 M) was added dropwise and the reac-
tion was stirred for 30 min at RT. The pre-
viously prepared 4-dimethylamino chalcone
(1.0 g, 4.0 mmol, 1.0 eq) was added as solid
and the reaction was stirred overnight at RT.
TLC analysis (9 : 1 hexane : ethylacetate)
showed complete consumption of the reac-
tant 4-dimethylamino chalcone. The reac-
tion was quenched with H2O and the aque-
ous layer was extracted with DCM (2 times,
40 mL). The combined organic layers were
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washed with H2O, saturated NaHCO3, brine
and dried over MgSO4, filtered and concen-
trated in vacou. The crude product was
purified by recrystallisation from ethanol

to yield trans-(4-(dimethylamino)phenyl)(2-
phenylcyclopropyl)methanone (0.15 g,
0.6 mmol, 15%) as a light yellow solid.

6 Characterisation

6.1 Melting point

6.1.1 4-Dimethylamino chalcone

Literature value [7]: 111− 113 ◦C
Measured value: 113 ◦C

6.1.2 trans-(4-(Dimethylamino)phenyl)(2-phenylcyclopropyl)methanone

Literature value [3]: 98− 99.2 ◦C
Measured value: 160 ◦C

6.2 Infrared spectrum

6.2.1 4-Dimethylamino chalcone

PerkinElmer Spectrum Version 10.4.3
Montag, 9. Mai 2022 16:21
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Figure 5: Measured infrared spectrum of the purified product from the synthesis of
4-dimethylamino chalcone.
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Table 3: Interpretation of the stretches in the measured IR characteristic for
4-dimethylamino chalcone [6].

Wave number [cm−1] Interpretation
2804 (w) C–H stretching
1647 (m) C=O stretching
1596 (m) C=C stretching, aromatic
1523 (m) C=C stretching, aromatic
1341 (m) C–N stretching, aryl
1309 (m) C–N stretching, aryl

By comparing the measured IR spectrum to the literature spectrum [5], shown in Fig.
6, the product could be clearly identified. The C=O, the aromatic C=C and the Ar–N
stretches are characteristic for 4-dimethylamino chalcone. The peaks in the fingerprint area
are in agreement with the reported spectrum. From the absence of additional peaks it can
be deduced that 4-dimethylamino chalcone was obtained in sufficient purity.
The yield of 43% is very low, compared to the literature value of 88% [8]. A likely cause
for that would be that the starting material was obtained from a previous synthesis and
might not have been as pure as expected.

Figure 6: Literature IR of 4-dimethylamino chalcone from [5]
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6.2.2 trans-(4-(Dimethylamino)phenyl)(2-phenylcyclopropyl)methanone

PerkinElmer Spectrum Version 10.4.3
Dienstag, 10. Mai 2022 16:22
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Figure 7: Measured infrared spectrum of the purified product from the synthesis of
trans-(4-(Dimethylamino)phenyl)(2-phenylcyclopropyl)methanone.

Table 4: Interpretation of the stretches in the measured IR characteristic for
trans-(4-(Dimethylamino)phenyl)(2-phenylcyclopropyl)methanone [6].

Wave number [cm−1] Interpretation
3369 (m, b) O–H stretching, probably solvent
2974 (m) C–H stretching, alkyl
2798 (m) C–H stretching
1612 (s) C=C stretching, aromatic
1518 (s) C=C stretching, aromatic

Unfortunately no full spectrum could be found in literature and therefore the fingerprint
area could not be compared. However, a paper was obtained where the most important
peaks were listed as follows [5]. IR (in cm−1): 2921, 1603, 1396, 1196.
Due to the great difference of the referenced melting point and the disagreement of the
literature infrared spectra it can be deduced that the wrong product was obtained from
the conducted synthesis.
Even if the right product was been obtained, the yield of 15% is very low, compared to the
literature value of 97% [4]. A likely cause for that would be that the nitrogen atmosphere
was removed to add 4-dimethylamino chalcone as solid and not dissolved in DMSO as in
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[4]. Another possible cause would be that only an impurity was obtained through the
recrystallisation while the product remained in solution.
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A Appendix

A.1 Safety

A.1.1 H-Phrases

H317: May cause an allergic skin reaction.
H302: Harmful if swallowed.
H319: Causes serious eye irritation.
H290: May be corrosive to metals.
H314: Causes severe skin burns and eye damage.
H318: Causes serious eye damage.
H315: Causes skin irritation.
H225: Highly flammable liquid and vapour.
H301: Toxic if swallowed.
H331: Toxic if inhaled.
H311: Toxic in contact with skin.
H370: Causes damage to organs.
H301+H311+H331: Toxic if swallowed, in contact with skin or if inhaled
H371: May cause damage to organs.
H301+H311: Toxic if swallowed or in contact with skin.

A.1.2 P-Phrases

P261: Avoid breathing dust/fume/gas/mist/vapours/spray.
P272: Contaminated work clothing should not be allowed out of the workplace.
P280: Wear protective gloves/protective clothing/eye protection/face protection.
P302+P352: IF ON SKIN: Wash with plenty of water
P333 + P313: If skin irritation or rash occurs: Get medical advice/attention.
P362+P364: Take off contaminated clothing. And wash it before reuse.
P264: Wash . . . thoroughly after handling.
P270: Do not eat, drink or smoke when using this product.
P301 + P312: IF SWALLOWED: Call a POISON CENTER or doctor/physician if you
feel unwell.
P305 + P351 + P338: IF IN EYES: Rinse cautiously with water for several minutes.
Remove contact lenses, if present and easy to do. Continue rinsing.
P337 + P313: If eye irritation persists: Get medical advice/attention.
P234: Keep only in original container.
P260: Do not breathe dust/fume/gas/mist/vapours/spray.
P303 + P361 + P353: IF ON SKIN (or hair): Remove/Take off immediately all contami-
nated clothing. Rinse skin with water/shower.
P210: Keep away from heat/sparks/open flames/hot surfaces. — No smoking.
P233: Keep container tightly closed.
P301 + P310: IF SWALLOWED: Immediately call a POISON CENTER or doctor/physi-
cian.
P304+P340+P311: IF INHALED: Remove person to fresh air and keep comfortable for
breathing. Call a POISON CENTER or doctor.
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